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ENTANGLEMENT 


On this page of the March issue of OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS there appeared 
an editorial calling attention to the danger to waterfowl of carelessly discarded 
plastic cases for carrying a six-pack of beer or soff drinks. A bird may starve or 
strangle to death because of the severe constriction caused by the plastic, which 
when thrown into the water float on or just beneath the surface until some surface- 
feeding bird sticks his head through one of the loops. The above photo, loaned us by 
Massachusetts Wildlife, graphically depicts how hopelessly entangled a waterfowl 


can get in such a carrying rig. Please put these cases in the rubbish, don’t carelessly 
discard them. C.E.B. 
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OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


ANNUAL MEETING HELD 
AT LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS 


HE presentation of the League’s Humane Hero- 
aes Award to Larry A. Graffeo for risking his 
own life to save the life of a neighbor’s dog was cer- 
tainly a highlight of the annual meeting of the Ani- 
mal Rescue League of Boston held on April 29th in 
the auditorum of the headquarters building. It was 
most unfortunate that business took Mr. Graffeo out 
of town that particular day so that he could not be 
present to receive the Award. However, his son Andy 
very proudly accepted the Award for his father from 
the League’s Chairman of the Board, James B. Ames. 

In his annual message Dr. Buttrick pointed out that 
in the 71 years the League has been in existence ap- 
proximately 5,600,000 animals have received care and 
attention. Of this total some 38,012 lost or strayed 
animals were returned to their owners and another 
126,744 small animals were placed in new homes as 
pets. Still another 719,037 received treatment for in- 
juries or illness in the League’s clinic, while 44,561 
animals underwent quarantine under the rabies con- 
trol program which the League carries on so success- 
fully for the Health Department of the City of Bos- 
ton. As incredible as it may seem today, the records 
prove that some 20,000 horses were cared for over the 
years at the League’s Rest Farm in Dedham. The 
League’s inspection of riding stables, stock yards, 
slaughter houses—any place where animals are 
housed, kept and/or sold—adds up to the staggering 
total of 3,659,462 animals which have benefited from 
the League’s inspection program. 

Dr. Buttrick very briefly pointed up the contribu- 
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tions to the communities the League serves of each of 
its several activities geared to stimulate and develop 
humane attitudes, such as the “Brother Buzz’ and An- 
imal Friends Summer Schools held each summer, the 
marionette shows given in the public schools of 
Greater Boston throughout the school year, the live- 
stock conservation department efforts to reduce and, 
hopefully, some day to eliminate the causes of injuries 
and suffering to all livestock through continuing work 
with all segments of the livestock industry. 

President Buttrick reported the great interest shown 
on the part of visitors last summer to the League’s Pet 
Care Center at the Children’s Zoo. Through demon- 
strations, lectures and leaflets on the basic care of 
small animals some 47,000 children and adults were 
reminded that all pets have certain basic needs and 
how they can be met. The League plans to operate 
the Pet Care Center again this season. 

Dr. Buttrick paid high tribute to the devotion of 
the officers, directors and staff—the League’s most valu- 
able commodity in determining whether the League 
will be able to meet the continuing demands for ex- 
panded and improved service to the people and ani- 
mals of Greater Boston, Massachusetts and New En- 
gland in the challenging years ahead. 

The guest speaker on this occasion was Robert G. 
Hudson, Executive Director of the Women’s S.P.C.A. 
of Pennsylvania, whose topic was “New Concepts in 
Kindness.” 

Mr. Hudson told of the early days of the humane 
movement when only a “healthy respect and apprecia- 
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‘ion for less fortunate creatures was enough to qualify 
one for humane work.” He pointed out that today, 
while these are still basic requirements in humane 
“s ork, there must also be concern with “technological 
= nd sociological advances; with the generation, re- 
S rieval and dissemination of knowledge; with metic- 


= ous planning for the future, all based upon the 
= <st and most complete information available from 
: .. sources.” 


In the animal shelter of the future, supervisors will 
ve to have formal education in animal husbandry 
snd supplementary courses in shelter management, 
ed kennelmen will require psychological testing for 
‘mane attitudes and apprentice training and in-ser- 
<€ training programs will have to be made avail- 
ic. The present-day caging—as sophisticated as 
me of it is—is already obsolete. Animals need to be 
sused in compatible groups with exercise yards for 
zs and play areas for cats rather than in cages. 
-om the results seen from today’s pet population ex- 
» osion there will have to be greater emphasis laid on 
ecrilization programs. The psychological needs of ani- 
»\s, such as their need to be touched, talked to, etc., 
» | have to be acknowledged and supplied; and con- 
ued efforts will have to be made to find the most 
«rable humane method of euthanasia. 
he humane society of the future will have to have 
omplete animal hospital to serve its own needs and 
~e needs of branch shelters and smaller societies in 
»e area. Clinic services will have to be made avail- 
“se for those unable to pay for private veterinary 
em .ces. The facilities of these clinics will have to be 
«rated in cooperation with veterinary organizations 
_ staffed by society veterinarians who have special- 
ee in orthopedics. 
Tse ideal humane society of the future will have 
“ure rooms, demonstration rooms, reference libra- 
. tor books, pamphlets, films, film strips, etc. It will 
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S, “RING THE PAST DECADE much has been written 

»»| spoken about the slaughter of baby seals in the 
-«est Atlantic. What follows is a factual, though 

iesef. report of the activities of The International 

«es for the Protection of Animals to reduce and 
sate the suffering and cruelty resulting from this 

meeeal kill. 


Fung, 1970 


use its own TV equipment for tie-in with educational 
TV stations for in-school classroom viewing. There 
will be special classes available evenings and on week- 
ends in dog obedience, dog grooming and horseman- 
ship. There will be seminars for teachers of animal 
subjects in the classroom, a greater involvement with 
youth groups, and visiting lecture services for adult 
groups will be provided. The teaching and develop- 
ment of the “Concepts of Kindness’ will begin at the 
pre-school and kindergarten level and go on right 
through the senior high. 

The animal protective services—or inspection de- 
partments—of the humane societies of the future will 
have humane officers who are specialists in animal 
areas such as the horse show, horse racing and riding 
stables, animal auctions and sales, slaughter houses, 
wildlife management and conservation, zoos, me- 
nageries, pet shops, transportation. These services of to- 
morrow will operate on at least a 16-hour basis—day 
and night. 

In summarizing, Mr. Hudson said: “We will con- 
tinue to strive for the total prevention of cruelty to 
animals through a massive humane education pro- 
gram and a full program of expert animal protective 
services. Our shelter operations will involve the finest 
of housing, care, and health practices based on the 
latest information available in animal husbandry. 
This will involve renewed dedication to the animals 
we serve.” 

At the business meeting, Directors elected to serve 
a three-year term were: Francis T. Baldwin, John E. 
Dawson, John J. Glessner, III, Constantine Hutchins, 
Jr., Mrs. Edward C. Johnson, and Brooks Potter, Esq. 
Elected for two years to fill the unexpired term of 
Carlton M. Strong was Mrs. Henri Prunaret. 

Pourers at the tea following the adjournment of the 
business meeting were Mrs. Carlton E. Buttrick and 
Mrs. John Grew. 


SEALING IN THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 
A Condensed Record of ISPA Activity 


GENERAL 

All classes of seal are caught to provide skins for the 
fur industry. However, in the Northwest Atlantic the 
main species hunted are the Harp seal and, to a lesser 
extent, the Hood seal. The latter are usually solitary 
animals congregating in herds at breeding time. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Andy Graffeo {left} accepts the League’s 
Humane Heroism Award for his father 
who, unfortunately, was called out of 
state on business on the day of the presen- 
tation. At right is the League’s Chatr- 
man of the Board, James B. Ames, who 
presented the Award, while in the center 
is “Angel,” the Collie dog which was 
the object of Mr. Graffeo’s rescue with 
its owner, Jean Saunders. 


HUMANE HEROISM AWARD GIVEN 


LARRY A. GRAFFEO 


T was A SATURDAY, March 2lst in fact, and Larry 
Graffeo was working on his boat when suddenly 
he heard the voice of 17-year-old Jean Saunders shout- 
ing that her dog was drowning in Mt. Hood Pond. 
Without a thought for his own life and the great 
risk he was taking, Mr. Graffeo ran to the edge of the 
pond and, with the aid of a long branch, worked his 
way out toward ‘“‘Angel’—the name of Jean’s Collie 
dog. However, before he could reach her, he, too, 
plunged into the icy water. 
Eventually Mr. Graffeo was able to grab “Angel” 
securely by her collar and push her up on to the ice. 
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Stunned though she was from shock and the cold wa- 
ter, it didn’t take but a second for “Angel” to get her 
sense of direction and, without even a bark of thanks 
to Mr. Graffeo, head for shore and her anxiously 
awaiting family. 

Mr. Graffeo finally made his way back to shore, 
swimming nearly all the distance in the icy water. 

The citation on the Award read: “For risking his 
life to save that of a friend’s Collie dog which had 
broken through the thin ice of Mt. Hood Pond, Mel- 
rose, and was drowning.” Most certainly, Larry Grafteo 
was deserving of this award. 
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DOG 


- 4  ccoRDING to the Chinese calendar, 1970 is the 
-\ Year of the Dog.” But a unique American cus- 
®es rants the dog a special week of his own every 
~~ september 20-26, 1970 will mark the 43rd obser- 
“es of the annual tribute to man’s best friend— 
*e=enal Dog Week. 
_= fanciers across the country will hold celebra- 
“es Sonoring man’s best friend as a companion and 
“stor. They will urge pet owners to take proper 
»: their pups and to train them in “petiquette”’ 
don’t become a bone of contention in the 
» -erhood. Dog clubs and animal shelters will 
» ~<t parades and fashion shows, open houses, obe- 
: cemonstrations, and special programs in 
- and libraries. 
_ © oficial slogan of National Dog Week is “De- 
»¢ your dog’s best friend.” The objectives are: 
scucate dog owners in the basics of good dog 


-p every dog find a good home. 
rease participation in dog clubs, obedience 
ng classes or animal welfare organizations. . 
- tribute to the dog’s role as companion and 
aieve fair and effective legislation for dogs 
“og OWNETS. 
surage dog owners to be considerate of oth- 
_ to observe laws regarding licensing, leashing 


reing. 
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The new Republic of China stamp. 


The Republic of China has honored the dog in this 
his year by issuing two special postage stamps. Accord- 
ing to the World Wide Philatelic Agency, the multi- 
colored stamps feature portraits of two Pekingese, a 
pet breed of dog that originated in China over 1,100 
years ago. It is characterized by a pug nose, short legs, 
and a long soft coat which may be in any shade. They 
usually weigh under 14 pounds. 

In ancient China there were actually two methods 
of year counting. One was according to ‘‘year periods” 
assigned by reigning emperors, but because the emper- 
ors often changed them arbitrarily this method proved 
exceedingly confusing and impractical. The other was 
based on the calendar signs of the ten “heavenly 
stems” and twelve “earthly branches’’ associated with 
the signs of the Zodiac. The traditional sixty year 
cycle was formed for counting years by combining 
each of the branches and stems together in a sequence 
of pairs of characters. 

Though attributed to the Yellow Emperor (2689 
B.C.) or even earlier legendary figures, Chinese calen- 
dar signs developed during the Eastern Chow dynasty 
(770 B.C.—256 B.C.). During the Han dynasty (206 
B.C.—8 A.D.), an animal was assigned to represent 
each of the twelve “earthly branches” in the following 
order: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Hare, Dragon, Snake, Horse, 


~ Sheep, Monkey, Cock, Dog and Boar. 


To compensate for the chaotic “year period” 
method, the “‘calendar signs” were often appended to 
it, and were even on occasion used separately. By now 
this interesting arrangement has become an estab- 
lished custom in most countries of the Far East. 
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BE KIND 


@ The week of May 3-9 was celebrated by the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston and over 700 other animal 
welfare societies affliated with The American Humane 
Association as Be Kind To Animals Week. This is the 
time each year when we join with the national effort 
in calling attention to the needs of our pets, and the 
services that the League performs on behalf of animals. 
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Among the visitors from Boston’s Joseph 
J. Hurley School during Be Kind to 
Animals Week was Maria Color who 
proudly holds a kitten as her teacher, 
Mrs. Paulson, attempts to show her the 
proper way to hold such a little way. 


TO ANIMALS WEEK 


The staff of our Education Department was busy 
in the schools and at our League Headquarters. At 
Headquarters we invited several groups of children to 
visit us from the Joseph J. Hurley School in Boston, 
where they viewed a film on the Care of Pets and had 
an opportunity to pet the animals in the Adoption 
Department as well as to visit our Shelter and Clinic. 
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Noel Mortes, another student from the 
Joseph J. Hurley School, found a dog to his 
liking in the League kennels. 


» Johnson, also from the Joseph J. Hurley 
S-hool, is instructed in how to hold a puppy 
by a League attendant. 
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Arnold, the pig featured in the TV series ‘Green Acres,” with his owner, Frank Inn {left} 
and his trainer, Glenn Garner, received the 1969 first prize TV PATSY Award. 


ANIMAL ACTORS VIE FOR HONORS 
In 20th Annual Patsy Awards 


WO DOZEN of the nation’s top animal “actors” 

have been nominated for honors in The Ameri- 
can Humane Association’s (AHA) 20th annual Patsy 
Awards set for Hollywood in June. 

The awards are for Picture Animal Top Star of the 
Year and Performing Animal Television Star of the 
Year. Categories include: best motion picture per- 
formance; best continuing television performance; 
best single television performance, and best perform- 
ance in a ITV commercial. Motion picture, television 
and pet writers throughout the United States are bal- 
loting on final winners. 

Nominees for Patsy honors include 8 dogs, 4 
chimps, 2 bears, a raccoon, cat, pig, goose, seal, raven, 
cougar, tiger and camel. 

To be eligible for nomination, animals must have 
appeared in a production supervised by AHA. Of the 
some 22,000 animals appearing on the motion picture 
or television screen last year, only a few had “‘star- 
ring” roles. Most, including horses and cattle, were 
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used primarily for scene-setting atmosphere or back- 
ground. 

The Patsy Awards honor animal trainers, studios, 
producers and directors for meeting AHA’s high hu- 
mane standards in the handling, care and presenta- 
tion of animals in film and TV work. AHA has super- 
vised filmed animal action since 1940. 

Last year’s winners were Albarado, the horse in Dis- 
ney’s film, “The Horse in the Gray Flannel Suit,” and 
Arnold, the pig in the “Green Acres” television series. 
A second TV award went to Timmy, the chimp, for a 
single appearance on the “Beverly Hillbillies.” ‘The 
TV commercial award went to a cougar, Chauncey, in 
a film produced for the Ford Motor Co. 

The first Patsy Award was presented in 1950 to 
Francis, the talking mule. 

Headquartered in Denver, The American Humane 
Association is the national federation of some 1,000 
agencies for the prevention of cruelty, especially to 
children and animals. 
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PSYCHOLOGIST 


SAYS PETS 


Promote 


Mental Health 


Ts aren't charging fees for it yet, but they have a 
“xv healthy influence on the emotional well- 
¢ of their owners. 

s is the opinion of Dr. Boris M. Levinson, Pro- 
t Psychology at Yeshiva University in New 
In his new book, Pet-Oriented Child Psy- 

~apy, he says pets help satisfy deep-rooted psy- 

2:cal needs in people. 

= need is for communion with nature which Dr. 

»on believes is vital to good mental health. He 

that modern civilization has isolated man 
ature and from close relationships with other 

- Pets, who are part of nature, help man bridge 


Vv 


~2 of security infants get from their mothers’ soft, 
-uddly attentions. Dr. Levinson thinks the 
<< of a pet re-creates these early sensations of 
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peace and contentment within us. 

Pets also prevent alienation. For many _ lonely 
people, ‘‘a pet who eagerly awaits one and responds to 
one’s care and attention may mean the difference be- 
tween maintaining contact with reality or almost total 
withdrawal into fantasy,” he says. 

In private practice as a clinical psychologist, Dr. Lev- 
inson is one of the few in his field to use dogs as “‘co- 
therapists” in treating emotionally disturbed children. 
However, many of his ideas apply to normal children 
and adults. 

For example, pets have a healthy effect on family 
dynamics. Family members who don’t communicate 
well often draw closer because of common interest in 
a pet. Or, if their feelings toward one another seem 
unacceptable, the pet serves as a safety valve. 

“In acute family crises due to divorce, terminal ill- 
ness or financial losses, the pet may act as a stabilizer 
because of its offer of love, affection, and uncon- 
ditional acceptance,” Dr. Levinson says. 

At a recent Pet Food Institute convention in Chi- 
cago, he stated that caring for a pet helps children 
develop a sense of responsibility and respect for all 
living things. In his book he writes: 

“Through the developing relationship with a pet 
the child learns what he can and cannot do on a real- 
istic basis. He may develop a new idea of self, based 
upon reality, and grow toward emotional maturity 


“When children see how difficult it is for their pets 
to master certain tricks, they become more tolerant of 
their own learning efforts and no longer need to feel 
that they are ‘stupid’... 

“Perhaps the child will learn that he too, like his 
parents, has to undergo many inconveniences for the 
sake of a loved one. He further learns that sharing a 
loved object, a pet, does not mean losing it or that the 
loved object loves one less merely because it also offers 
its love to others.” 

Dr. Levinson has found that pet ownership helps 
senior citizens too. Having a dependent creature to 
care for makes older persons feel needed and useful 
again. In taking care of a pet’s needs, he will often 
take renewed interest in caring for himself. Affection 
for a pet encourages him to go ahead with daily 
chores despite his aches and pains. And walking the 
dog can benefit the elderly person’s health and appe- 


" tite, as well as taking him out into the world. 


In final analysis, people take care of the physical 
needs of their pets, and pets satisfy the psychological 
needs of their masters. A healthy, enduring relation- 
ship for both! Dr. Levinson believes eventually a pet 
will become the trademark of the child therapist. 
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(Continued from page 5) 

About 2 million Harp seals live around the coast of 

Labrador and Newfoundland. 

Sealing in the Northwest Atlantic takes place in two 
main areas— 

1. The “Gulf” (the area in and around the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence) 

2. The “Front” (the area around the coasts of Labra- 
dor and Newfoundland extending into the North- 
west Atlantic) 

Generally speaking Harp seals are taken by Cana- 
dians and Norwegians in the area under consid- 
eration. However, Russians and Norwegians catch the 
same species in the Barents Sea, Novaya Zemlya and 
the White Sea. 

In 1962 reports began filtering in to ISPA, which 
then was less than three years old, of alleged cruelties 
in the seal industry. An investigation was imme- 
diately started, and in 1964 representations and spe- 
cific recommendations were made to the Canadian 
Government by ISPA’s President. In the same year 
ISPA initiated efforts to place the matter of sealing on 
the Agenda of the annual meeting of the Inter- 
national Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fish- 
eries. The following year, 1965, ISPA commissioned 
an administrator of the Canadian SPCA to act as its 
representative at the annual seal hunt. 

As ISPA grew it was able to increase its activity and 
by 1966 was able to undertake a more comprehensive 
study and has remained very closely in touch with all 
developments in sealing since that date, reasonably 
claiming some responsibility for the increased regu- 
lations and enforcement in respect of the Canadian 
and Norwegian seal hunts. 

The scope of ISPA’s investigations has covered— 

1. The study of the species involved 

2. The area of the hunt relative to biology and migra- 
tion 

3. The industry from the point of its economic and 
social implications 

4. The methods of killing 
In 1966 ISPA commissioned Mr. Arthur Bourne, a 

British marine biologist, to investigate and report on 

the sealing industry with special reference to the possi- 

bility of suffering. Additionally, Field Officer John 

Walsh observed another area of the hunt during the 

same year. 

In view of ISPA representatives and other experts, 
the best way of killing seal pups on the ice is by the 
proper use of a seal club. However, evidence of cruelty 
was obtained by ISPA investigators as follows: 

1. Clubbing to death other than by crushing skulls 
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2. Killing with gaff hooks 

3. Stabbing to death 

4, One case of belly ripping in which the pup was 
turned on its back, a knife inserted and the animal 
ripped open from neck to anus. 
ISPA investigators reported that the men respon- 


_ sible for this latter cruel act were taken off the ice by 


fisheries officers. ISPA enquiries revealed that these 

men had not been sealing previously and had been 

landed by aircraft. 

No conclusive evidence has been uncovered to sup- 
port the allegations that seals are skinned whilst still 
alive although ISPA’s marine biologist expressed an 
informed opinion that there might have been occa- 
sions when the animals were still conscious at the 
commencement of skinning. 

In any hunting based industry suffering is almost 
certainly present. Reports available to ISPA indicate 
that there is no doubt whatsoever that unnecessary 
suffering is caused during the annual sealing oper- 
ation in the Northwest Atlantic. A limit of 50,000 
seal pups was imposed by the Canadian Government 
but this regulation only applied within Canadian ter- 
ritorial limits and does not in fact cover much of the 
“Front” area. 

ISPA ACTION ON BEHALF OF THE SEALS 

Having obtained evidence of suffering and other es- 
sential information about the industry in 1966, ISPA 
adopted the following course of action. 

1, Representations and _ specific Recommendations 
were made to the Canadian Government. 

2. An approach was made to the International Com- 
mission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
(LC.N.A.F.) urging them to establish a special 
committee to deal with the sealing problem. 

3. Efforts were made to gain admittance to I.C.N.A.F. 
in order that the animal welfare point of view 
might be presented at the highest level. 

4. When the extent of the Norwegian involvement 
was fully recognized, approaches were made to the 
Norwegian Government. 

The following is the record of ISPA observations 
and official representations on the subject of sealing 
since 1966. 

1966 March. Arthur Bourne, marine biologist, com- 
missioned to study and report on sealing industry. 
Field Officer John Walsh covered a different area of 
the seal hunt. 

1966 May. ISPA representations made to LC.N.A.F. 
Meeting in Madrid for special seal committee to be 
formed. 

1966 October. ISPA representations and recommen- 
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lations made to first meeting of the Seal Panel of 
.C.N.A.F., Copenhagen. Representations made direct 
2) Canadian Government and this contact has been 
maintained. 
1967 March. Field Officer John Walsh covered the 
“Gulf” area. 
1967 June. Further ISPA recommendations 
presented to I.C.N.A.F. Seal Panel Meeting at Boston, 
fass. 
1968 March. ISPA represented at “Gulf” hunt by 
‘r. Tom Hughes, General Manager of ISPA Member 
nociety in Ontario. ISPA commissioned veterinary 
octor Sognen from Oslo School of Veterinary Science 
travel with Norwegian hunt and report on oper- 
ion by Norwegian nationals. Strong representations 
osequently made direct to Norwegian Government. 
~-ecial investigation carried out with use of mechani- 
». seal stunner. Results were inconclusive and cer- 
“sinly did not produce a better method than proper 
‘bing given the extremely difficult circumstances of 
<reme cold and icebound conditions. Special Norwe- 
n Fisheries Department enquiry into sealing. ISPA 
esented evidence and recommendations in Oslo. 
1969 March. Field Officer Walsh covered “Gulf” 


IL.C.N.A.F. Seal Panel Meeting in Jablona, Po- 
ISPA particularly urged at this Meeting that 


Colin Platt sailed on a Norwegian sealing vessel from 
Oslo. 

As yet Mr. Platt’s report is not available, but Field 
Officer Walsh reports that pressure is expected from 
the fishing industry to allow an increase in the num- 
ber of seals that can be taken in the Gulf area because 
of the manner in which the resources of the seal herd 
are estimated and, in common with other areas, some 
species of food fish are becoming seriously depleted. 

Continuing his report, Mr. Walsh says, ‘Aircraft 
were forbidden to take part in this year’s hunt, and 
eleven ships were in the Gulf taking seals. The club- 
bers on the ships for the most part came from New- 
foundland and Labrador. 

“According to officials from the Canadian Fisheries 
Department, none of the witnesses at the hunt saw 
any cruelty, and they claimed that 100 per cent of the 
skulls inspected were fractured. (This has been the 
criteria exercised to ascertain whether seals are 
skinned alive.) During my inspection of the Gulf, I 
noted that six or seven of the sealing vessels were fro- 
zen in the ice and unable to get their crews into the 
heavier concentration of seals. Because of this reason, 
Sunday and Monday the daily catch did not come 
anywhere near the total for the first two days of the 
hunt. 

“The Canadian Ministry of Fisheries provided me 
with a jet powered helicopter to view the hunt, and I 
spent time on the ice viewing the sealing operation 
and working with the clubbers from the ships “Theta’ 
and the ‘Chester.’ I observed no unnecessary cruelty, 
and because of the publicity and the possibility that 


A seal pup is skinned where it was killed on the ice. Notice 
helicopter in background. Such aircraft now forbidden. 
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-re should be one set of sealing Regulations for the 
sle of the Northwest Atlantic and that these should 
enforced under the auspices of the International 
mission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 

1370 March. Field Officer John Walsh covered the 
| hunt in the Northwest Atlantic and Field Officer 


a: 
. 
< 


eto xia mina, 2 RN ge AN ea 


i 


Fi neet 


June, 1970 13 


Aide) Lae yor iat vidi orteese ‘vt 6 oh alte ret qeidtes 
oat! 
bit’ a4 olelatete ae i ae feat ani 
aera Db et) sits wae: iaharts re re 60 
SAS fir eetawil ie wits 2 teres hi; cottta! « 
kane atu, AND oe ee nie a), hese ries a5 en! 
ae : (le De) Ager engae ra Aaiid an OA wen 
mite Qenck xotien oT i Pay A be : ‘sisi ae Ob 


2 i 


labo ft? 7 Fay ikl? ‘a Litter tat OER Wied TER bA, fd hy Ce a 


" ra’ ‘ y wi} tuk au ray h s > 
. (ot TE rater al ebay 
on uy ei ry a7) Ge Mink ey WR) at Te eae abi i 
; r fore ’ 
ee ae ee 
f- Be TN) tear: Wh. 1st any) “i UN eo, 
' ny ry teal 
ol f AY, 
ia 7. ae ait vt 
‘ 
i J wwf? i} m (fe vi 
‘ + ty yd) 4)°%A it vie 
! 7 yi , | TE ih 
‘ L 
a ae 4! ' Tf. 
in! Lee Fs | | : ey iy tt ' i lioury | 
7 ¥ “ie o | rT ibaes died | Ll t% ive) 
: ' ivy ! j a Wn 
‘ i¢ , : Ni (l 
‘ : a} ‘4 fen, “JAF od 
, j ‘ . *? a) 
ii 
4 5 oi ; - is | 
’ f ; : tise | 
Hie Al is Rl. rs ii 
mt hs ‘y (oie Ai or) aves y é 
1 
. . wpe sf 7 
‘ rie 4 hy ‘ ' j i 
it a vl * 4 . § 
' See ee L i 
’ ‘} : pT * AL} npier 3 
al 
= 
U 
oh 
A 
ey 
4 | 
7 
f ; ; 
; 7 
’ aari' 
: . ° 
pS | if a ian 


tele erence dala 


cet lt 
7, se ome j O° Vai ff 
' 4 ¢ \é i 


hyde oly mens. “vinta i 


o 
Cer aeigw ). ose 
tpt, My pad iV iy gale 
Bae mh CY eet hopper 7) reg 
q iar elk mig) 
i 


bes Panini ranwtlx Ain I othe sraied 
vee het / het ee. vie Oa ptt: 

ART fntivas cigs ey dryer 
| ak 1) sine! pris ks vee yew att " 
“Ri” Qoatvery dE. any Ua 
at bopayrwuiay otis apap: ta 
OF etoldel' ab giureht ad wit j 
ute fated chet ae digs Wiebe 
adr wal one taitlapgs yeti wy, ona ad 
bint wut ands hgg vianelp te aia 
»bnavabcaarrar 08 ido: aie tN 
aol lel sitll Litre 


mote) biol hue. site 


the hunt will be abolished, the sealers made a deliber- 
ate effort to hit the seal more than once to be sure the 
skull was crushed. 

“The seal hunt was very much the same as in the 
past. The pups, although in the ‘ragged jacket’ stage, 
still could not swim nor defend themselves. We found 
no Harp seal pups that were still nursing. However, 
we noted many adult females in the area. I did not 
see any female defending her pup. 

“Because of the fact that there were no aircraft tak- 
ing part in the hunt, it was easier than in past years 
for Fisheries officials to observe the killing. Most of 
the vessels had two Fisheries officers on board. In the 
past, the only officially recognized acts of cruelty 
which were witnessed during the seal hunt were com- 
mitted by aircraft hunters.” 


CHANGES IN THE INDUSTRY FOLLOWING 
ISPA REPRESENTATIONS AND PRESSURE FROM 
PUBLIC OPINION 


1. Sealing Regulations in Canada and in Norway 
have been considerably extended. 

2. Effective enforcement of Regulations has undoubt- 
edly improved. For example, the Canadian Govern- 
ment has doubled the number of Fisheries officials 
on board ship and at the skin collecting stations 
(previously aircraft landing points). Perhaps the 
greatest achievement is the banning this year 
(1970) of airborne sealers at the hunt. These 
people were invariably private citizens with a few 
hours to spare who hoped to make a few dollars by 
killing and skinning young seals. They were nearly 
always untrained, tired early, and suffered most 
acutely from the extreme conditions and were 
thought to have been responsible for some of the 
worst acts of cruelty. 

3. The Canadian and Norwegian Governments have 
banned (1970) the clubbing of white coat seal 
pups, i.e. seal pups under the age of five weeks (the 
white coat is “fast” for only two weeks after birth. 
The young seal does not swim and, therefore, was 
relatively easy to club). The five-week old seal is 
called a beater, raggedcoat or bedlamer and nor- 
mally can swim. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Animal welfare pressure and public opinion have 
undoubtedly forced Government authorities and the 
industry to tighten Regulations in order to maintain 
the hunt. The opinion of ISPA observers is that con- 
ditions have improved although it is still a harsh in- 
dustry and cruelty undoubtedly still takes place. The 
new Regulations (1970) formulated by the Canadian 
Government and adopted by the Norwegians which 
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One day’s take of seal pup skins is brought in by plane and 
laid out on shore to be picked up and sent to the fur market. 
Under the new 1970 regulations aircraft no longer 
can be used for taking seal pups. 


forbid the killing of white coat seals were no doubt 
designed to remove the killing operation outside terri- 
torial waters and so relieve the Canadian Government 
of political and attendant pressures. 

It is still too early to say exactly what the position is 
this year (1970). However, it is known that seals are 
being killed on Canadian territory (clubs are still 
used on beaters) . 

An added danger is present this year in that be- 
cause the beaters can swim, many of them will prob- 
ably be shot at while swimming and subsequently 
drown. 

There is no doubt that much remains to be done to 
eliminate cruelty from the hunt. ISPA has always 
maintained that the ultimate answer to the cruelty 
lies in the cessation of the hunt, but this viewpoint is 
currently strongly opposed by Governments and in- 
dustry. Canada claims that sealing provides the major 
part of annual income for a poor section of the popu- 
lation and the history of sealing goes back 200 years. 
It therefore seems of the utmost importance that pres- 
sure should be exerted to make conditions as humane 
as possible while still pressing for an end to the 
cruelty. Even if this means ending the hunt entirely. 


[Ed. Note: If you believe in what ISPA is doing, a donation 
to support this and its many other activities will be sincerely 
appreciated. Checks should be drawn payable to 1.S.P.A. and 
sent to Dr. Carlton E. Buttrick, Ass’t. Treasurer, P.O. Box 265, 
Boston, Mass. 02117.] 
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“TALK ABOUT A LAZY WATCHDOG!" 


RUMFORD PRESS 


LETTERPRESS AND OFFSET PRINTING 


CATALOGS * BROCHURES + PUBLICATIONS 


COMPOSITION « PRESSWORK °¢ BINDING « MAILING 


SHEET FED AND WEB PRESSES 


BOSTON, MASS. 
STATLER BLDG. 
(617) 426-3260 


CONCORD, N. H. 
(603) 224-5311 


DIVISION OF BLANCHARD PRESS, INC. 


New York e New Hampshire ° Massachusetts 


TO OUR FRIENDS 
In making your will kindly 


remember that the corporate 
title of our society is ‘Animal 
Rescue League of Boston’’; 
that it was incorporated in 
March, 1899, and has no 
connection with any other 


similar society. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 
follows: 
I give to the Animal Rescue 


League of Boston, the sum of 
dollars (or if prop- 


erty, describe the property). 


The League’s address is: Cor- 
ner ‘Tremont and Arlington 
Streets, Boston, Mass. 02116, 
Information will be given 


gladly. 
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Animal Friends Summer School 


Where children and animals get acquainted. For the twenty-first year 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston, as Trustee of the Baxendale 
Memorial Foundation, will sponsor a summer school for children at 
Cataumet, Massachusetts. The school will be open from July 13 to 
July 25, with registration occurring on July 10. Any child between 
the ages of 7 and 14 will enjoy and profit from attendance. Skilled 
instructors will be available to teach pet care, nature study, dog 


obedience and other subjects. 


“Brother Buzz” Summer School 


For the sixth year, the Animal Rescue League of Boston will sponsor 
a summer school at our Headquarters Building in Boston. The school 
will be open from July 20 to August 7, with registration on July 16 
and 17. Any child between the ages of 8 and 12 will be welcomed 
They will learn to appreciate and enjoy animals as well as increase 
their knowledge and understanding of animal life. The program in- 
cludes various activities, special events and motion pictures about 


animals. 
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